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Our School Vision

Our school is a safe, welcoming and nurturing school that offers a sense of belonging. We are
situated in a small, rural village and we pride ourselves that we know each and every child. Our
strength lies in putting the needs of the child at the heart of everything we do. We offer an exciting
and stimulating curriculum, with high quality teaching that provides a rich, rewarding and enjoyable
learning environment for all. Through a solid partnership working with parents, our church and His
Majesty’s Armed forces, we encourage children to become confident, caring and independent young
learners. We believe that ‘Everyone cares and Everyone counts’. In our school our vision is
underpinned by the bible verse 'Love One Another As | Have Loved You' (John 15:12) ; it shapes
all we do.

1.Main points

Our school governing body and Wiltshire local authority, subject to the limited exceptions referred to
in the dfe guidance, cannot charge for education provided during school hours (including the supply
of any materials, books, instruments or other equipment.

This policy should be read alongside the DfE guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charging-for-school-activities

Schools must ensure that they inform parents on low incomes and in receipt of the benefits of the
support available to them when being asked for contributions towards the cost of school visits. These
benefits are listed in https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charging-for-school-activities

2.School charging
Education

a)The school governing body and Wiltshire local authority cannot charge for:

« an admission application to any state funded school - paragraph 1.9 (n) of the ‘School Admissions
Code 2012’ rules out requests for financial contributions as any part of the admissions process;

* education provided during school hours (including the supply of any materials, books, instruments
or other equipment);

» education provided outside school hours if it is part of the national curriculum, or part of a syllabus
for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school, or part of
religious education;


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charging-for-school-activities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charging-for-school-activitie

« instrumental or vocal tuition, for pupils learning individually or in groups, unless the tuition is
provided at the request of the pupil’s parent;

* entry for a prescribed public examination, if the pupil has been prepared for it at the school; and
examination re-sit(s) if the pupil is being prepared for the re-sit(s) at the school.

b.Schools and local authorities can charge for:

e any materials, books, instruments, or equipment, where the child’s parent wishes him/her to
own them;

e optional extras (see 3 below);

e music and vocal tuition, in limited circumstances (see page 6);

e certain early years provision;

e community facilities

3.Optional extras

Newton Tony CE VC Primary School may charge for some activities that are known as ‘optional
extras’. Where an optional extra is being provided, a charge can be made for providing materials,
books, instruments, or equipment.

Optional extras are:
education provided outside of school time that is not:

e part of the national curriculum;

e part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the
school; or part of religious education.

e examination entry fee(s) if the registered pupil has not been prepared for the examination(s) at
the school;

e transport (other than transport that is required to take the pupil to school or to other premises
where the local authority/governing body have arranged for the pupil to be provided with
education);

e board and lodging for a pupil on a residential visit;

e extended day services offered to pupils (for example breakfast club, after-school clubs, tea
and supervised homework sessions).

In calculating the cost of optional extras an amount may be included in relation to:

 any materials, books, instruments, or equipment provided in connection with the optional extra;
* the cost of buildings and accommodation;

* non-teaching staff;

« teaching staff engaged under contracts for services purely to provide an optional extra, this includes
supply teachers engaged specifically to provide the optional extra; and

* the cost, or an appropriate proportion of the costs, for teaching staff employed to provide tuition in
playing a musical instrument, or vocal tuition, where the tuition is an optional extra.

4.

Any charge made in respect of individual pupils must not exceed the actual cost of providing the
optional extra activity, divided equally by the number of pupils participating. It must not therefore
include an element of subsidy for any other pupils wishing to participate in the activity whose parents
are unwilling or unable to pay the full charge. Furthermore in cases where a small proportion of the



activity takes place during school hours the charge cannot include the cost of alternative provision for
those pupils who do not wish to participate.

Therefore no charge can be made for supply teachers to cover for those teachers who are absent
from school accompanying pupils on a residential visit. Participation in any optional extra activity will
be on the basis of parental choice and a willingness to meet the charges. Parental agreement is
therefore a necessary pre-requisite for the provision of an optional extra where charges will be made.

5.Voluntary contributions

Newton Tony CE VC Primary School agrees that nothing in legislation prevents a school governing
body or local authority from asking for voluntary contributions for the benefit of the school or any
school activities. However, if the activity cannot be funded without voluntary contributions, the
governing body or head teacher should make this clear to parents at the outset. The governing body
or head teacher must also make it clear to parents that there is no obligation to make any
contribution.

It is important to note that no child should be excluded from an activity simply because his or her
parents are unwilling or unable to pay. If insufficient voluntary contributions are raised to fund a visit,
or the school cannot fund it from some other source, then it must be cancelled. Schools must ensure
that they make this clear to parents. If a parent is unwilling or unable to pay, their child must still be
given an equal chance to go on the visit. Schools should make it clear to parents at the outset what
their policy for allocating places on school visits will be.

When making requests for voluntary contributions, parents must not be made to feel pressurised into
paying as it is voluntary and not compulsory. Schools should avoid sending colour coded letters to
parents as a reminder to make payments and direct debit or standing order mandates should not be
sent to parents when requesting contributions.

5.Extended day services offered to pupils
a.Breakfast Club

Charges are £3.00 for each daily session. Children can arrive between 7.30am — 8.00am to access
our Early Bird breakfast. The Club closes at 8.15am.

b.After School Club

There are two daily sessions with the following charges, these timings are currently :
Session 1 £5.00 (3.20pm — 4.25pm)

Session 2 £5.00 (4.25 pm — 5.30pm)

If your child attends both sessions £9.00 in total.

Please note that on Friday there is only one session.

Late charging

Session 1

Parents/carers will incur a charge for both sessions if their child is collected after 4.25pm on Monday-
Thursday. This charge applies for every child in the family that is attending the club.

Session 2

Parents/carers will incur a charge of £5 for every 5 minutes their child is collected after 5.30pm on
Monday-Thursday or after 4.25pm on Friday. This charge applies for every child in the family that is
attending the club. eg. if two children are collected at 5.35pm the charge will be £10



6.Music Tuition

Newton Tony Primary School agrees that although the law states that, in general, all education
provided during school hours must be free, instrumental and vocal music tuition is an exception to
that rule.

The Charges for Music Tuition (England) Regulations 2007 set out the circumstances in which
charges can be made for tuition in playing a musical instrument, including vocal tuition. They allow
charging for tuition in larger groups than was previously the case.

Charges may now be made for vocal or instrumental tuition provided either individually, or to groups
of any size, provided that the tuition is provided at the request of the pupil’s parent. Charges may not
exceed the cost of the provision, including the cost of the staff who provide the tuition.

The regulations make clear that charging may not be made if the teaching is either an essential part
of the national curriculum, or is provided under the first access to the key stage 2 Instrumental and
Vocal Tuition Programme. They also make clear that no charge may be made in respect of a pupil
who is looked after by a local authority (within the meaning of section 22(l) of the Children Act 1989).

7. Transport

Newton Tony Primary School cannot charge for:

» transporting registered pupils to or from the school premises, where the local education authority
has a statutory obligation to provide transport;

« transporting registered pupils to other premises where the governing body or local authority has
arranged for pupils to be educated,;

« transport that enables a pupil to meet an examination requirement when he has been prepared for
that examination at the school; and transport provided in connection with an educational visit.

8.Residential visits

Newton Tony Primary School cannot charge for:

* education provided on any visit that takes place during school hours;

+ education provided on any visit that takes place outside school hours if it is part of the national
curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared
for at the school, or part of religious education;

* supply teachers to cover for those teachers who are absent from school accompanying pupils on a
residential visit.

Newton Tony Primary School can charge for:
* board and lodging and the charge must not exceed the actual cost.

Newton Tony Primary School makes it clear that parents who can prove they are in receipt of certain
benefits will be exempt from paying the cost of board and lodging.

9.Education partly during school hours

Newton Tony Primary School agrees that where an activity takes place partly during and partly
outside school hours, there is a basis for determining whether it is deemed to take place either inside
or outside school hours. However, a charge can only be made for the activity outside school hours if
it is not part of the national curriculum, not part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that
the pupil is being prepared for at the school and not part of religious education.



Any extended day services for day pupils at state boarding schools, and the associated charges,

must be optional. Schools cannot make attendance at and the payment of charges for extended day
services compulsory.

10.Financial difficulties

At Newton Tony Primary School, no child will be excluded from any curriculum-based activity purely
because of an inability to pay. Parents who have any difficulty in making voluntary contributions are
requested to come into school and talk to the Headteacher in the strictest confidence.

For more information and FAQs visit our school website policy section or ask for a paper copy at the
office.



